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For more than 20 years, Family Promise (FP) has helped fam-
ilies in the Coastal Empire who are homeless or on the brink 
of homelessness, but its mission extends well beyond providing 

meals and shelter. FP offers family mentoring, homelessness-preven-
tion programs and services, and initiatives to address the underlying 
causes of homelessness.

In 2017, FP assisted more than 400 guests, made possible through 
contributions and support from area churches like St. Peter’s Episco-
pal Church on Skidaway Island. The church is a host congregation, 
meaning it provides overnight lodging and meals for three families for 
one week at a time every three to four months. Without this array of 
host and support congregations, FP wouldn’t be able to make such a 
tremendous impact on the community.

FP Executive Director Katrina Bostick is grateful to St. Peter’s and 
all of the churches that have played a role in her organization’s success. 
“To know that I have this incredible network of reliable congregations 
and volunteers that I can call on for support, assistance, shelter or 
any number of other items I’ve needed for our families over the years 
– it’s truly remarkable and humbling,” Bostick says. “St. Peter’s Epis-
copal and all of our Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) members 
are truly lifesavers, and I’m so fortunate to have seen the results of the 
blessings they bestow on those who need it most.”

Skidaway Island resident Mark Forssell, with his wife, Shirley, 

were founding members of St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in 1989. The Forssell family has been a 
huge blessing to FP, volunteering each time FP 
families come to St. Peter’s, initially as overnight 
volunteers, and now bringing dinners. From 
1995 to 2002, Mark was St. Peter’s treasurer. In 
2001, he was asked to handle the financials at 
IHN, serving as treasurer for seven years, includ-
ing six years on its board of directors. 

As a board member and treasurer, Forssell ob-
served inadequate day center facilities that IHN 
was renting. He headed a capital campaign, rais-

ing $900,000 to create a new day center, which was named for him 
in recognition of his hard work. “I would encourage my Skidaway 
neighbors to support the market shopping event,” he says, “and also 
consider donating to Family Promise to help them conduct their main 
services of providing shelter, meals and case management for homeless 
families with children. They have many programs working to improve 
the quality of life for these families.”

Jim Brawner has served as volunteer coordinator for IHN/FP at St. 
Peter’s since 2006. He explains, “Our family joined St. Peter’s in 1999, 
and shortly thereafter St. Peter’s became a host congregation. I served 
on the IHN Board from 2000 through 2005, with three years as pres-
ident and three years as secretary. As volunteer coordinator, I recruit 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church has been part of the Interfaith Hospitality Network, helping families in need for more than 20 years.
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volunteers to serve as dinner or 
overnight volunteers at the church. 
During our host week, our guest 
families stay in our Sunday school 
rooms and have dinner with our 
volunteers in the parish hall.”

Jim is professor and associate 
chair of the department of mathe-
matical sciences on the Armstrong campus of Georgia Southern Uni-
versity. He and his wife, Aubrey – both Georgia natives – moved to 
Savannah in 1997 with their two children, Jimmy and Miranda, now 
in their 20s.

“I first heard about IHN (as Family Promise was known then 
known) in 1997 from the Rev. Patty Mingledorff, now retired from 
St. Peter’s,” he explains. 

A group of representatives from Savannah area churches met with 
the national IHN director to determine if there was a need for an IHN 
network to assist homeless families in the Savannah area. The answer 
was a resounding “yes,” and the network welcomed its first families in 
October of 1998. 

“In the early days of IHN, my family spent the night in sever-
al churches around Savannah when extra volunteers were needed,” 
Brawner says. “I recall one occasion when our young children had fun 
playing games with the guest families and as we were getting ready 

for bed, said, ‘That was really fun, 
but when do the homeless folks get 
here?’”

Passionate about supporting FP, 
Brawner says, “It is a wonderful 
organization that gives congrega-
tions an opportunity to provide 
hospitality to homeless families. So 

many of our volunteers tell me how much it has meant to them to 
make new connections and better understand the face of homelessness 
in our area. Over the past 20 years, FP has expanded its case manage-
ment, with initiatives to help support families after they move into 
their own housing, and to help prevent families in crisis from becom-
ing homeless in the first place.”

This year, St. Peter’s Episcopal is providing even more assistance to 
FP by donating half of the proceeds from its annual church market, 
known as “the Market at 3 West Ridge.” Scheduled for Feb. 12, 13 and 
14, the boutique draws vendors from around the country, all bearing 
merchandise that cannot be found in Savannah. Their wares include 
clothing for women and men, jewelry, accessories, and items for the 
home. Blooming plants will be sold, just in time for Valentine’s Day.

The other half of the proceeds will be given to Heads-Up Guidance 
Services (HUGS). HUGS’ mission is to make mental and behavioral 
health counseling and addiction recovery services available and afford-
able to anyone who is in need. HUGS, like FP, is a non-profit organi-
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The annual Market at 3 West Ridge at St. Peter’s Episcopal raises money for charities in the 
Savannah area.

zation funded by community donations and 
operated by local volunteers. 

Since 2012, the Market has donated 
$225,000 to at-risk children’s charities in 

Savannah. The Market continues St. Peter’s 
outreach tradition of volunteering time, tal-
ent and treasure, as more than 120 people 
work together to make the event a success. 
Last year’s market raised $68,000, divided be-
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WHAT: The Market at 3 West Ridge
WHEN: Feb. 12, 5-7:30 p.m.; Feb. 
13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Feb. 14, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church, Skidaway Island
HOW MUCH: $5, good for all three 
days
CONTACT: Please visit www.stpeters-
savannah.org/the-market-at-3-west-
ridge
WHAT ELSE: Wine and cheese 
opening night, and lunches available 
for purchase Feb. 13 and 14.

tween two carefully selected youth-oriented 
nonprofits.

Proceeds from the three-day ticketed 
shopping boutique and plant sale are raised 
through the $5 entrance fee (good for all 
three days), individual and corporate spon-
sorships, proceeds from lunch and plant 
sales, and 15 percent of vendor sales. 

“I am delighted that the Market at St. Pe-
ter’s has chosen Family Promise and HUGS 
to be this year’s recipients,” Brawner says. 
“The Market is a real labor of love for a big 
group of dedicated St. Peter’s volunteers, and 
they have been able to give back so much to 
our community through their efforts. Both 
Family Promise and HUGS will benefit tre-
mendously from their generosity.”

Shopping and helping families in need at 
the same time – what could be better? See 
you at the Market!

For more information on Family Promise, 
please visit www.familypromisesavannah.org. 
For more information on HUGS, please visit 
www.headsupsavannah.org. For more informa-
tion on St. Peter’s the Market at 3 West Ridge, 
please visit www.stpeterssavannah.org/the-mar-
ket-at-3-west-ridge.
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